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Something Useful from Cortana in Edge
I was using Edge browser today and something popped up that I thought might be of interest.  
I am always going on about how useful Cortana is becoming.  

In case you don’t know, Cortana is the “artificially intelligent” personal assistant that is part of 
Windows 10, Windows 10 Mobile, 
and Windows Phone 8.1.

I was browsing the McDonalds 
website because I had a code 
number from a receipt that I 
needed to enter into it to win 
a customer reward.

When I loaded their home page 
I noticed a new blue circle had 
appeared next to the star I 
would click to add their website 
to my favourites

Here is the new “button” 
that popped up at the top 

of the browser

It features Cortana’s “circle” 
icon, and if you are using a 
mouse, you will see a Tool Tip 
explaining more too.
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When I clicked on Cortana’s button,  
a new panel opened over the right 
hand edge of the website providing 
me local information about the 
Dorchester McDonalds which is 
closest to Bere Regis (my location.)

In this example, the information 
includes  buttons for me to click 

to call the restaurant, get directions 
or view their menu, along with 

a handy map, and a link to a 
review on the Trip Advisor website

This is not an endorsement of McDonalds, 
but it is a good to see that such 
companies are working with Microsoft 
to make life easier for customers who 
choose to use the Windows 10 stock 
apps from Microsoft including Edge 
browser and Cortana.

So if you use Windows 10, Edge and Cortana, if you see Cortana’s icon appear 
at the top of your browser, take note of it and if the topic is of interest, click it 
to see what extra information and help is available.

Cortana will only provide such information if she has permission to do so; I 
encourage my clients to turn her on! If you are not quite used to all that she can 
do for you at the moment never be afraid of clicking her circle next to the 
START button on the bottom left of your screen (or you may see the box that says 
“Ask Me Anything” instead.
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